
Catherine Gasser und Michael 

Röthlisberger 

Co-Gesamtprojektleitung 

Oncosuisse Trägerorganisationen / Les organisation de soutien  

11th Swiss Pharma Science Day 2018 

22.8.2018, Bern  



Equal Access 

  

 Every person living in Switzerland 

 has equal Access to an ideal 

 cancer treatment. 



Coordinated Health System 

  

 All institutions involved in cancer 

 treatment and research are tightly 

 interconnected to allow for most 

 efficient treatment processes. 



Cancer Community 

  

 All persons and institutions 

 involved in cancer treatment and 

 research act for the common 

good good and for maximum patient 

 value (i.e. not for their vested 

 interests). 

 They speak with one voice 

 towards politics and authorities. 



Why a National Strategy against Cancer – three Visions 

• Equal Access 
 
 

• Geography 

• Costs 

• Reimbursement 
 

• Coordinated 
Health System 

 

• E-Health 

• Interprofessionality 

• Patient Guidance 

 

 

• Cancer  
Commmunity 
 

• Common interests 

• One Voice 

• National Projects 



Why a National Strategy against Cancer – some numbers 

 40’000 new cancer patients every year 

 16’000 cancer deaths every year 

 Demographic change will further increase these numbers 

 320’000 people living with a cancer diagnosis– Cancer Survivors 

 Regional Disparities in access and quality of cancer care 

 Too many avoidable cancer deaths 



«The existence of 26 cantons 

holding primary responsability 

for adequate health care 

provision raises the Risk of 

policy incoherence or slowing 

the pace of reform.» 

«Achieving better governance 

will also depend on the ability 

of the Swiss autohorities to 

develop and align health 

actors around a common 

vision.»  

OECD Health Review 2011  

Why a National Strategy against Cancer – international view 
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Projects dealing with questions regarding Equal Access 



Implementation Plan  
Projects and Activities 2018–2020  
 
 More than 30 Activities in 13 Projects 

 More than 50 Partner Institutions 

 Milestones defined for 2018-2020 

 



Umsetzungsplan 
„Research“ vs. Care 



„Research“ vs. Care, NSK 6.2.2 (SAKK)  

 Swiss law states that every person has the right to an adequate treatment (KVG, Art. 25) 

 Costs for „Research“ are  explicitely excluded (KVG, Art. 49) 

 State of the art cancer treatment is increasingly often delivered within academic clinical trials 

 Research or Care? 

  Health insurance not obliged to cover standard treatment if delivered within a clinical trial, because 

they consider it as „research“ 

  Patients within a clinical trial are not treated equally to patients in routine care 

 The NSK (leading institution SAKK) has started talks with the FOPH to adress this issue 

 

 

 

 

 



Umsetzungsplan 
Regional Networks 



Regional Networks, NSK 6.2.3 (SAKK)  

 The SAKK conducts clinical trials in 20 hospitals, mainly University- and Cantonal Hospitals,  

 catchment area about 350‘000 People each 

 Share of population who can not easily reach these centers (travel, time, etc.) 

 Smaller Hospitals often don‘t have the capacity to do clinical trials (ressources, administration, time), even 

though their patients sometimes qualify  

  These patients don‘t get the possibility to join clinical trials, even though they would potentially 

benefit from it 

 The SAKK has started an initiative to build regional networks with smaller hospitals / oncology practices 

 „Bring the trial to the people instead of the other way round“ 

 Selection of pilot regions fall 2018 

 

 



Equal access – rising costs of innovative cancer therapies 

 Novel cancer drugs can be extremely expensive, e.g. CAR-T therapies up to around 500’000 CHF 

 Off-label use increases this problem, since drugs in off-label use often don’t get reimbursed by the 

insurance and/or oncologists have to spend a lot of time taking care of the proposals, waiting for decisions 

 „Oncologists can not work“ 

 Ways of solving the problem are limited, since e.g. indication extensions can only be demanded by the 

respective company 

 Public Eye Campaign „affordable drugs“ to create attention in the public and build pressure 

www.publiceye.ch 

 

 

http://www.publiceye.ch


Equal access – rising costs of innovative cancer drugs/therapies 

Source: www.publiceye.ch 



The National Strategy against Cancer is based on the  
National Cancer Programs 

2005–2010 

Nationales  

Krebsprogramm  

(NKP I) 

2011–2015 

Nationales  

Krebsprogramm  

(NKP II) 

2014–2017 

Nationale Strategie 

gegen Krebs  

(NSK) 

2014–2020 

Weiterführung 

Nationale Strategie 

gegen Krebs  

(NSK) 



Coordinated Health System 



Umsetzungsplan 
Colon Cancer Screening Programmes 
 



Colon Cancer Screening Programmes, NSK 2.1 

 5 Cantons have an organised programme 

 Interprofessional approach to guarantee equal access to high quality colon cancer screening 

(GP, Pharmacists, gastroenterologists) 

 Pharmacies very important because of their easy accessibility & expertise 

 Problem of reimbursement for the consultation 

 Charta of interprofessional co-working established (see nsk-krebsstrategie.ch or pharmasuisse.ch) 

 



Umsetzungsplan 
Working Group Oncology Centers 



Working Group Oncology Centers, NSK 4.1.1 

 13 oncology centres have joined forces to deal with challenges of the future (July 2018) 

 Central Office coordinates the actions, members pay annual fee to support the office 

 Introduction of e-Health/Electronic Patient Dossier 

 Questions related to Quality Certification: e.g. Certificate Deutsche Krebsgesellschaft DKG 



Umsetzungsplan 
Health Services Research 



Health Services Research, NSK 6.1.1 (KFS) 

 Health Services Research: „Examines how people get access to health care practitioners and health care 

services, how much care costs, and what happens to patients as a result of this care.“ 

 „Last mile“ of Health Services, bringing clinical trial results to everyday live 

 Very interdisciplinary field (medical experts, epidemiologists, statisticians, economists, scientists etc.) 

 Funding Programme by the Cancer Research Foundation (KFS) 

 Funding of 1 Million Swiss Francs / Year 

 Independent board of experts evaluates proposals 

 Next deadline: September 15, 2018 

www.Krebsforschung.ch / https://gap.swisscancer.ch 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Health_Human_Resources
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Patient
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Programm zur Stärkung der onkologischen 
Versorgungsforschung (2016/17) 

Programme de renforcement de la recherche sur les 
services de santé en oncologie (2016/17)

Unterstützt von: / Soutenus par: 

Gesuchsteller/In 

Candidat/e 

Projektnummer 
Projekttitel 

Numéro du projet 
Titre du projet 

Dauer 
(Monate) 

Durée 
(mois) 

Betrag 
(CHF) 

Montant 
(CHF) 

Blozik Eva, PD Dr. med. 

Department of Health Sciences 
Helsana 
8081 Zürich 

HSR-4083-11-2016 
Continuity of care in Swiss cancer patients 

12 65 000.- 

Bonadies Nicolas, Dr. 

Department of Haematology 
Inselspital Bern 
3010 Bern 

HSR-4085-11-2016 
Impact of guidelines adherence on efficacy 
and safety of health care provided to Swiss 
MDS patients 

48 135 000.- 

Cullati Stephane 

Institute of Demography and 
Socioeconomics 
University of Geneva 
1211 Geneva 

HSR-4082-11-2016 
IOMIS: impact of organized mammography 
screening programmes on demographic and 
socioeconomic inequalities in mammography 
attendance 

6 66 950.- 

Michel Gisela, Prof. 

Health Sciences and Policy 
University of Lucerne 
6002 Luzern 

HSR-4080-11-2016 
Needs for psychosocial care after childhood 
cancer - a mixed methods study 

24 167 650.- 

Rapiti Elisabetta, Dr 

Geneva Cancer Registry 
University of Geneva 
1205 Genève 

HSR-4078-11-2016 
The management of young women with 
breast cancer in Switzerland: a snapshot 

36 183 400.- 

Schneider Marie Paule, Dr 

Pharmacy 
Université de Genève (UNIGE) 
1011 Lausanne 

HSR-4077-11-2016 
Optimizing targeted anti-cancer therapies: 
from better medication adherence to 
individualized treatments 

48 248 200.- 

Schwappach David, Prof. Dr. 

Research 
Stiftung für Patientensicherheit 
8032 Zürich 

HSR-4074-11-2016 
Patient safety issues in health information 
technology use in clinical cancer care: an 
information flow perspective 

12 75 750.- 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Health_Human_Resources
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Patient


Implementation Plan  
Projects and Activities 2018–2020  
 
 More than 30 Activities in 13 Projects 

 More than 50 Partner Institutions 

 Milestones defined for 2018-2020 

 

 Implementation plan & report available 

 



Project Cancer Community 

Source: huffingtonpost.co.uk 



Project Cancer Community – from the mandate: 

 Structure that supports the common pursuit of the NSK‘s goals after the strategy is terminated 

 Structure that supports the development of Ideas and measures in order to ameliorate cancer care in 

Switzerland as free from vested interests as possible 

 Structure that has influence to also implement the ideas and measures developped 

 Structure that is a single point of contact for politics and authorities in the cancer field and delivers 

positions supported by all institutions involved 

 Up and running by 2021 

 

 ...how to do that?.. 

 

 



Project Cancer Community – Who is the community? 

Oncosuisse Trägerorganisationen / Les organisation de soutien  



The National Strategy against Cancer will be followed by a National 
Cancer Plattform 

2005–2010 

Nationales  

Krebsprogramm  

(NKP I) 

2011–2015 

Nationales  

Krebsprogramm  

(NKP II) 

2014–2017 

Nationale Strategie 

gegen Krebs  

(NSK) 

2014–2020 

Weiterführung 

Nationale Strategie 

gegen Krebs  

(NSK) 

Nationale 

Krebsplattform 

2021 - ? 



Three visions of the National Strategy against Cancer (NSK) 

• Equal Access 
 

• Coordinated 
Health System 

 

• Cancer  
Commmunity 

 Your input is very welcome! 



Contact us 

Catherine.Gasser@nsk-krebsstrategie.ch 

Michael.Roethlisberger@nsk-krebsstrategie.ch 

www.nsk-krebsstrategie.ch / www.snc-strategiecancer.ch 

 

Reports and Implementation plan (D/F) available here today & online 

 

 

Thank you very much for Your Attention! 
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